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THE SPIRITUAL ASPECT OF BAPTISM 
By JAMES D. WILLEFORD 
Radio Sermon No. 284 July 7, 1957 
There is probably no subject in the entire range of Christian teach-
ing on which the New Testament speaks more definitely and 
clearly than on the design of Chr istian baptism. And yet almost 
every conceivable View has been held regarding it, from that which 
attached to baptism a magical sa ving power, to tha t which rejects it 
altogether as worthless. 
In our day it seems to be the op1mon of many that baptism is 
no more than going ihto the water dry and com ing out wet. It is com· 
mon for some men to speak of baptism as "a mere outward act." 
Such a misplacing of bap ti sm is responsible for much of the disr egard 
in which it is held; Robbed of its scriptural beauty and purpose it 
loses its hold upon the human heart, and clings to Christianity as a 
useless appendage, held there only by force of divine authority; tol-
erated for Christ's sake rather than welcomed as an answer to a 
deep spiritual yearning. 
Baptism has more than a human aspect . It is an act of spiritual 
interflow, a rushing together of two personaliti es . The penitent be-
liever is "baptized into Christ," and Christ, in His Spirit, comes into 
the soul, and bestows the assurahce of sonship and of remission. A 
togetherness is reached more intimate than that of a ny human relation 
-we in Him and He in us. 
Modern sentimentalism, in its weakening of moral obligations, 
takes offense at baptism as a condition of the remission of sins. But 
in doing so it breaks with the Scriptures for they declare that penitent 
believers must be baptized in order to obtain the remission of their 
sins. (Acts 2: 38; Acts 22: 16.) 
Friends, if baptism is a · mere formality, why retain it at all in 
a spiritual religion like Christianity? The force of this question is 
being felt, and some of the churches are holding to the ordinance with 
a very feeble grasp. To regard baptism as a mere outward act, and 
then place it in a useless position, is to put it on trial for its life. 
Nay, rather, to kill it, and then withhold it from burial. 
But the Scriptures declare that baptism is not a mere outward 
act - a mere washing of the body, or cleansing of "the filth of the 
flesh" - but a spiritual act. It is a self-giving and a Christ-taking. 
No one can be "baptized into Christ" without both seeking to enter, 
and being admitted into Christ. Being "in Christ" is a social relation, 
and can as little be accomplished by one party alone as can marriage. 
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The phrase "baptized into Christ" sh ows that baptism was regarded 
by the inspired apostles as an act of divine acceptance on the part 
of Christ. If anyone doubts this, let him try to define the meaning 
of being "in Christ" so as to exclude acceptance on the part of Christ, 
and he will dis cove r the moral impossibility involved. "Baptized into 
Christ" is probably the most comprehensive expression in the New 
Testament regarding baptism . It embraces, on its physical side, a 
burial and resurre ct ion, and a washing or cleansing from guilt on the 
divine side. In its sp iritual aspect we have an admission and an 
entering into Christ is the divine part. 
Some speak of baptism as "a door into the church", but the 
Scriptures kn ow nothing of any such limitation . Baptism is not a door 
into anything; it is an entering into Christ - the welding of that 
bond between th e soul and Christ, which is described as , its being in 
Him, and He in it. The Bible teaches that when we enter Christ by 
baptism, the Lord adds us to His church. (Acts 2: 4 7). 
There is one thing certain - namely, that God is present when 
we are scripturally baptized, for the Bible says that baptism is the 
"asking for a good conscience toward him." (I Pet . 3: 21.) Baptism 
is the prayer of th e soul for a clear record. If God is not present 
to hear this appeal of the heart, He but mocks it. The asking for. a 
go od conscience is referred to in Acts 22: 16, when Ananias directs 
Saul to arise and be baptized and wash away his sins "calling on his 
(Christ's) name." This calling on the name of Christ, this prayer 
of the soul to Him , is an act which presupposes that God is present 
and that He will answer this cry of a penitent heart . God is present 
at the bapti smal scene of the convert, as He was at that of His own 
Son, and He is there for the purpose of admitting the penit ent beli ever 
into a spiritual union with Himself. 
One of the first things we learn wh en we study the Bible teaching 
about baptism is the fact that the candidate does not baptize himself. 
In the Great Commission Christ required His disciples to do the 
baptizing, (Matt. 28: 18-19.) The import of this requirement is that 
baptism is performed by God, through an agent. It is God's act. So 
completely is this so, that the agent is allowed no discretionary power, 
but is commanded to perform a certain specific act on a particul ar 
kind of candidate; and, that he may know that the candidate is a 
proper subject, a confession of faith is required of him , When the 
person wishing to be immersed makes this confession the administrator 
is required to perform the act not in his own, but in God's name. The 
administrator therefore becomes an instrument - God's physical 
hand in baptiz ing men. His act is an administrative act of the Divine 
Being . 
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Since baptism is an act of God , we can better understand why 
the remission of sins is connected with it. If pardon, or the remission 
of sins, must of necessity be a divine act; if, under the figure of a 
washing, baptism is said to take away sin; (Acts 22: 16,) and if it 
saves us (I Pet. 3: 21), it is clear that baptism must contain within 
itself a divine act - namely, the remission of sins. When anyon e is 
washed, he is not cleansed after the act, but in and by it; and when 
one is saved by anything, the saving takes place in the act which 
saves him , not after it. In Titus 3: 5 we are said to be saved "THROUGH 
the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Spirit. " 
Religious scholars of many churches testify that the washing of 
regeneration in Titus 3 : 5 is baptism . Thus, salvation takes place in 
baptism. The Scriptures do not regard baptism simply as a condition 
to be complied with, after which salvation is granted, but as God's 
act, in and through which He saves us. When a man is washed he is 
not cleansed before the washing, but in and by it , and when a man is 
saved by anything he is not saved before that thing takes place, but 
when it takes place. 
Since baptism contains within itself a double spiritu al element, -
a man giving and a divine receiving, - it is plain that it contains 
within itself something capable of taking away the guilt of sin. This 
power lies not in the water, not in the burial, not in th e soul's giving 
up to Christ, but in the divine acceptance, which forms the spiritual 
part of baptism on its divine side. If this is true, baptism must, of 
course, be "for the remission of sins ," and can be said to "wash away" 
sins, and it will be but natural to say th at we are "sav ed by the washing 
of regeneration." The whole language of the New Testament regarding 
baptism thus becomes natural, and in perfect ke eping with the spirit 
of Christianity. 
One of the divine characteristics of Christianity is to be fouml 
in its stumbling-blocks. Christ became a stumbling-block by what He 
taught, by what He did, and most of all by what He demanded of 
men. On one occasion Christ commanded a rich ruler to "Go , sell 
all thou hast, and give to the poor, . . . and come , follow me." This 
demand of the Lord struck the ruler like a thunderbolt. Amaz ed, 
confounded, dumb, he stood . He stumbled - and went away sorrowing , 
for he was very rich. A few moments befo r e he had been resting in 
assurance that he was keeping the commandments, but like a gleam 
of lightning , Christ's demand upon him flashed into his soul, and 
revealed, not God enthroned there , but Mammon. The most funda-
mental of all the commandments he was breaking continually . He 
was not loving God with his "heart , his soul, and his might ," and he 
was not loving his neighbor as himself, for he was ho arding his 
wealth, with abject poverty at his very door. 
The stumbling-block Christ placed in the pa th of the rich ruler 
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wa s a revelation to him. The stumbling-block Christ plac ed in his 
way was a test-act to determine the true condition of his heart. It 
unmasked his character and revealed to him the true m otives of his 
heart. A stumbling-blo ck is a demonstration . It forces the soul to 
self -r evelation . 
Baptism is a stumbling-blo ck . It is a div ine revel a tion of the 
individual soul. The New Testament reveals the truth from heaven; 
baptism re veals the heart, The New Testament meets human 
ignorance; baptism meets human blindness . The New Testament is 
sunlight; baptism is a searchlight. 
But baptism is more than a revelation of one 's heart. It is a 
winnowing-fan, separating the ch aff from the wheat. It is ev·er turning 
back the flood-tides of the unspiritual seeking entrance among the 
redeemed. It is God's wall skillfully built to keep out those who are 
not penitent, and by this service it becomes a protector of the 
Spirituality of the church. 'rake it aw ay, and the world and the church 
would flow together, and the church would be lost in the sea of 
unredeemed humanity. He who strikes baptism deals a blow at the 
spirituality of the church. 
A few years ago a preacher asked a larg e audience of worldly 
))eople how many of them wished to be saved in heaven. He said that 
every hand went up. This preacher then delivered a sermon, outlining 
what men must do to be saved. He stressed that in the accounts of 
conversions given in the New Testament people were required not 
only to confess their faith with their mouths, but were also required 
to demonstrate it by being baptized. He read to that audience the 
Scriptures in the book of Acts which say that men's sins are remitted 
or washed away when they are baptized. (Acts 2 :28; 22:16 .) The 
))reacher then asked the audience to stand for every one present to 
come forward and state his desire to be immersed into Christ. But 
not a person came! Why? Because it was easy to say they believed, 
a nd that they wanted to be saved, bnt it was difficult to step out and 
prove their faith and love by a burial from all sinful attractions. U 
the preacher had said: Only believe, and take Christ as your Redeemer, 
a nd that moment you are saved - they would have done so at once! 
But theirs would have been a faith which could not break the earthly 
ties which Christ declares must be broken before one can become his 
disciple. 
Let any one recognizing the truth of Christianity, who hears no 
in his heart to baptism, take heed! It is a revelation of awful moment, 
and is as certain as though spoken by a voice from heaven. It means 
that the heart is not right. 
Baptism is failing to fully accomplish its high and holy ends 
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because it is belittled and minimized by the chur ches . The great 
motive for che a pening baptism must be found in the fact that, as it 
stands in the gospel, it is displ easing to many , Ba ptism has had a 
s tormy history, and is still bending under a shower of adverse 
criticism. To many, this may seem sufficient proof that there is 
something wrong about it; but they forget that it is of the very 
nature of a stumbling-block that it should be "spoken against," and 
th .at this is one of the highest marks of its excellency and efficiency. 
Men never like that which causes them to stumble. But the disastrous 
thing about it is, that the churches have largely joined in this adverse 
criticism, to the belittling and cheapening of baptism. 
When a man of the world who thinks he is all right without 
Christ finds in his heart a no to baptism, if the churches join with 
him, and tell that it is a "mere outward act," a mere physical affair 
having no important relation to his conversion, and that it is a "non -
essential ," - that it has nothing to do with his salvation . - they 
utterly ruin it as a test-act. The man takes no alarm at his dislike 
for it, and concludes that it is not his heart that is wrong, but 
baptism. In doing this, the churches have put out the search-light 
that the gospel was carrying into that man 's heart. Woe to those who 
put out lights in this dark world! Let such people take care lest they 
be found fighting against God. What would the New Testament be 
worth, should the churches decry it, belittle it, and discredit it before 
the world? 
It is high time to stop cheapening baptism. Honor it as a command 
of God, use it aright, and you have in your hand a mighty power for 
the conversion of men. It is designed to keep out the half-hearted. It is 
of vast importance to Christianity to keep out the ea se-loving. Baptism 
ought not to be convenient. Christ's cross was not convenient, and our 
cross-bearing should not be. The science of biology teaches that ease-
taking on the part of any creature results in degener a tion . Ease-seeking 
in religion is nothing less than spiritual death, and all such tendencies 
should be resisted. Baptism , as a stumbling-block, should be built so 
high and strong as to repel all the · unspiritual and ease-loving - every 
other being but the humble penitent feeling with a broken heart to 
the arms of his Redeemer. Love is always heroic , and baptism should 
be a wall so high that the unheroic who are unwilling to sacrifice will 
not leap . it. The early church was filled with heroic men and women 
whose faith shook the world. Their faith accomplished such great 
results because it was not weak but strong . When they came to God's 
command that men be immersed they obeyed without hesitation. 
The divine stumbling-block of baptism was a challenge which they 
met successfully. Will your faith meet this challenge and prove the 
measure of your love? 
THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER 
By JAMES D. WILLEFORD 
Radio Sermon No. 285 July 14, 1957 
The faithful Christian find s difficulty in explaining why the gos-
pel does not move the whole world. It has brought everlasting joy into 
his life, and he cannot understand why it does not bring happiness 
into every he art . Ca n such good news as the gospel fail to move 
everyone who comes in contact with it? Why is it that even where 
Christianity is profe ssed, it is most inadequately understood and re-
ceived? 
Why is it that many who obey the gospel, and begin with such 
bright promise fall by the way? How does so much promise end in 
failure? Of the thousands who became Chris t ians a year ago, how many 
will have retained their earnestness a year hence, and how much of 
all that which seemed so real, will be recognized as pure, true gold , at 
the last Great Day? 
The parable of the sower was spoken by the Lord to answer these 
questions. It was given to explain why the gospel succeeds in some lives 
and fails in others. 
Three causes are conceivable for the failure of the gospel in the 
lives of some. It might be the will , or, if one venture to call it-the 
fault of Him who gave the truth. But the parable of the sower as-
sures us that the fault does not lie in God, the Sower. He does not pre-
destinate men to fail. That is strikingly told in the history of Judas Is-
cariot. From the apostleship Judas fell , that he might go to his "own 
place." The apostleship was that to which God had destined him. 
To work that out was the destiny appointed him, as truly as to any of 
the other apostles. He was called, elected to do that. But when he 
refused to execute that mission, the very circumstances which, by God's 
decree, were leading him to blessedness, hurried him to ruin. Circumstan-
ces prepared by eternal love, became the destiny which conducted him 
to everlasting doom. He was a predestined man-crushed by his fate . 
But he went to his "own place." He had shaped his own destiny. 
So the ship is wrecked by the winds and waves-hurried to its 
fate. But the winds and waves were in truth its best friends. Rightly 
guided, it would have made use of them to reach the port : wrongly 
steered, they became the destiny which drove it on the rocks. 
The wreck of our life is not to be impiously traced to the will of 
God, for He is "longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance" (II Pet er 3: 9) . To all 
men , the Lord says, "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy la-
den , and I will give you rest .. . . And the Spirit and the bride say , 
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Come. And let him that heareth say , Come. And let him that is athirst 
come . And whosoever will, let h im t ake the water of life fre ely" (Mat-
thew 11: 28; Revelation 22: 17). 
A second conceivable cause of the gospel's failure in the lives of 
some is the possibility that the seed has no life or power to save with-
in it. But the parable of the sower assures us that the fault is not in 
the seed. There was nothing wrong with it. 
In Luke 8: 11 Christ said, "The seed is the word of God. " And in 
Hebrews 4:12 the Bible says, "For the word of God is quick, and pow-
erful." James says, "receive with meekness the engrafted word, which 
is able to save your souls" (James 1: 21), and the apostle Peter says 
"Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 
word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever" (I Peter 1: 23). To all 
of this inspired testimony , the apostle Paul adds, "For I am not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation t o 
every one that believeth; to the Jew first and also to the Greek" (Rom-
ans 1: 16). So the cause of failure is not in the seed, the word of God. 
Why, then, does it fail in many instances? Why, to so lamentable 
an extent, does every means for the extension of Christ's kingdom fail? 
It fails, says our Lord, not because it is God's will that some men be 
lost; not because the seed is faulty, but the kingdom fails to extend 
because of the condition of the soil into which the seed of God's word 
falls. The soil of the heart is often hard, often shallow, often unclean . 
The seed is not at fault, the sowing is not at fault, but the soil is faulty . 
The first fault of soil our Lord specifies in the ,vords, "Some seeds 
fell by the wayside, and the fowls came and devoured them up" (Mat-
thew 13: 4). The beaten footpath that crosses the corn field, and that 
is maintained year after year may serve a useful purpose, but certainly 
it will grow no corn. The hard surface does not admit the seed: one 
might as well scatter seed on a wooden table, or a pavement, or a 
mirror. The seed may be of the finest quality, but for all the purposes 
of sowing one might as well sprinkle pebbles. It lies on the surface. 
From this hardened condition of soil the Lord teaches a spiritual 
lesson with reference to the hearts of men. He said, "When any one 
heareth the word of the kingdom and understandeth it not, then com eth 
the wicked one and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. Th is 
is he which received seed by the wayside" (Matthew 13: 19). This state-
ment is descriptive of much of the soil into which the spiritual seed is 
sown. The heart is hardened and the seed will not penetrate it. The 
word had been heard, but that is all. It has not eveu entered the under-
standing. It has been heard as men listen to what is said in a for-
eign language they have never studied. 
Perhaps you have tried to explain something to a friend, but he 
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does not understand it, and you say, "He does not take it in," So 
sa ys our Lord; there are hearers who do not take in what is said. 
They do not see the bearings of the word they hear, and their un-
derstanding is impervious, impenetrable . 
Are there really such hearers? Surely there are. There are per-
sons whose religion is all outside - it never penetrates beyond the in-
tellect. Duty is recognized in word - not felt. They are members of a 
church-going family, or they have formed a church-going habit of 
their own, and they have a respect for Christianity, but it never stirs 
the deeps of their being. They do not ponder what is heard, they do 
not check the statements they hear by their own thought, and they 
do not consider the bearings of the gospel upon themselves. Their 
minds throw off Christ's words as a slated roof throws off hail. One 
might as well expect seed to grow on a tightly-stretched drum-head 
as the word to profit such hearers. 
Christ said the seed which falls by the wayside is " trodden down." 
There comes a pedestrian ' s foot, and crushes some of it; then wheels 
come by-the wheel of traffic and the wheel of pleasure-crush-
ing it grain by grain . It is "trodden down." 
This is a picture of what happens to the spiritual seed which falls 
upon a hardened heart. This is sometimes seen in the fate of a single 
sermon. Scarcely has its last tone vibrated on the ear, when another 
impression is given as your friend puts his arm in yours, and talks 
of some irrelevant matter, thus erasing any slight seriousness which 
t he sermon produced. Then another impression is made, and another, 
- and the word is trodden down. Observe that there may be nothing 
wrong in these impressions themselves. The farmer's tractor which 
crushes the grain by the wayside is in its rightful place, but the seed 
is not. It is not the wrongness of the impressions which treads the 
spiritual seed down, but only this, that outside religion which does 
not penetrate the heart yields in turn to other outside impressions 
which are stronger. 
When seed is scattered on a hard surface it is not allowed to lie 
fOr long. The birds soon devour it. Have you ever seen grain scattered 
on the road? The sparrow from the housetop, and the chickens from 
the barn, rush in, and within minutes after it has been scattered, not 
a grain is left. 
In like manner, good impress ions disappear if they are outward 
only, and find no lodgment in the heart . They are quickly forgotten. 
This is a picture, not of thought crushed, but of. thought dissipated, 
and no man can tell when or how it went. The conversation on the way 
home from services, the thought of tomorrow's occupations, the sight 
of some one on the sti'eet - anything, is enough to take it away from . 
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the surface of a hardened heart. Surely do these thoughts come, when 
we pray, or read, or listen in our inattentive wayside hours, and be· 
fore we can be upon our guard, the very trace of holier purposes has 
disappeared. The germ of life, the small seed of impression, is gone-
wh ere, we know not. But it is gone. And so inattentiveness of spirit, 
produced by want of spiritual interest, is the first cause of the 
gospel's failure. 
The second fault of soil which our Lord mentions is shallowness. 
In the parable of the sower, He said, "Some (seeds) fell upon stony 
places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung 
up, because they had no deepness of earth. And when the sun was 
up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered 
away." Stony ground often means to us the soil with which many 
loose stones are intermixed; but that is not the type of ground the 
Lord had in l11ind. The stony ground in the parable was a thin layer 
of earth upon a bed of rock. On such ground the seed quickly springs 
up, there being no deepness of earth to allow of its spending time 
in rooting itself. And for the same reason the little plants quickly 
wither when exposed to the fierce heat of the sun. 
In the parable our Lord teaches that shallow soil is like super • 
ficial character. vVe meet with many such persons in life. There is 
nothing deep about them. All they do and all they have is on the 
surface. Their work is done lazily, partially - not thoroughly. Their 
labor will not bear looking into , but it bears a showy outside. The 
very dress of such persons betrays the incomplete character of their 
minds. When the gospel comes in contact with people of this kind, it 
shares the fate of everything else. It is received in a superficial way. 
The shallow hearer our Lord distinguishes by two characteristics: 
he straightway receives the word, and he receives it with joy. The 
man of deeper character receives the word with deliberation, as one 
who has many things to take into account and weigh. He receives .it 
with seriousness, and reverence , and trembling, foreseeing the trials 
to which he will be subjected, and he cannot show a light-minded joy. 
But the superficial character responds quickly because there is no 
depth of inner life. Difficulties which deter men of greater depth 
do not stagger the man who is lacking in depth of character. While 
other men are engaged in giving the word entrance into all the secret 
pl aces of their life, and are seriously asking how it will affect their 
most cherished feelings and ways, that they may clearly see the ex • 
tent of the changes it will work: while they are pondering it in the 
majesty of its hopes and the vastness of its revelation; while they are 
striving to forecast all its results in them and upon them; while they 
are hesitating because they are in earnest, and would receive the word 
for eternity or not at all . - while others are doing this , the super -
T 
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ficial man has settled the whole matter in a moment, and he who 
yesterday was a known scoffer is today a loud-voiced child of the king-
dom . 
These men may often be mistaken for the most earnest Christians 
because one cannot see the root, and what is seen is all on the su r-
face. The earnest man has much of his energy to spend beneath the 
soil , and he cannot show anything till he is sure of the root. He is 
often working away at the foundation while another is working on the 
roof. But the test comes! The very influences which exercise and ma-
ture the well-rooted character, wither the superficially rooted. Th e 
same shallowness of nature whi ch made them susceptible to the gospel 
and quickly responsiv e, ma kes them susceptible to pain, suff ering, hard-
ship, and easy defeat. Christ says, "When tribulation or persecution 
ariseth because of the word, by and by they are offended." A pleasant , 
sunny religion would be the life to suit them. So long as they have 
happiness they can love God - feel grateful, and expand with gener-
ous emotions . But when the sun is swept from the face of their heaven, 
and the sharp cross is the only object left in the dreary landscape, and 
the world blames, and friends wound, their spirituality withers away 
for their hearts were too shallow for it to be properly rooted. 
But how, then , can the shallow man be saved? Is there no pro-
vision in the gospel for those who are born with a thin, poor nature? 
Yes, such a person can be saved because a man's nature may be deep-
ened by the events, and relationships, and conflicts of life . Indeed, 
that much deepening of ch a racter is constantly effected, one may 
gather from the fact that while many young persons are shallow , the 
elderly persons whom one would characterize as shallow are com -
paratively few. 
In the parable of the sower, the third fault of soil was impurity . 
Christ said, "And some (seeds) fell among thorns; and the thorn s 
sprung up, and choked them" (Matthew 13:7). This soil is not im -
penetrable, nor is it shallow; it is deep, good land, but it has not been 
cleansed - there is seed in it already. The weeds were not vis ibl e 
when the crop was sown; they were in the uncleans ed soil. Sometimes 
one sees a field of wheat which it is difficult to cut on account of the 
dense growth of thistles, and of rank grass. But the soil can only feed 
a certain amount of veg etation, and every living we ed means a choked 
blade of grain. There is food enough in the ground for thorns, and 
enough for whe at; but not enough for both wheat and thorns. Th e 
nurseryman thins his nursery-stock, the farm er weeds his field, and 
the gardener removes superfluous fruit in order th at the sap may be 
concentrated in a few plants. 
So in the same way, the heart has a certain power of loving . But 
love , dissipated on many obje cts, concentrates itself on none. It h 
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God or the world - not both. "No man ca n serve two ma st ers ." "If 
any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him." 
The stony soil in the pa rable of the sower is a picture of the pre-
occupied heart of the rich, vigorous nature, capable of understand-
ing, appreciating, and making much of the word of the kingdom, but 
occupied with so many other interests, that only a small part of its 
energy is available for giving effect to Christ's ideas. These ideas are 
not excluded from the thoughts , they are welcomed, but they bear 
little fruit. The reason is that the man is occupied with a multitude of 
other views, and projects, and cares, and desires, and the Christian 
seed does not get fair play. 
In this phase of the · Lord's parable there are many fine and cap-
able people represented. They receive the word and they earnestly 
desire to serve God. But then they take on so many other interests 
that gradually God is choked out. We hear a lot about the possibility 
of being destroyed by atom bombs. But we think the greatest danger 
in America is that we will be "clubbed" to death. There are a lot of 
people running themselves sick trying to get to all their club meetings. 
In the spring of the year a farmer will thin out his cotton, or corn. 
He knows his land will produce a better yield with fewer stalks. We 
need to thin out our activities and give ourselves time to concentrate 
on the ones that really matter. Someone has well said, "Many peopl e 
give first-rate loyalties to second-rate causes." 
The peculiarity of a good field of wheat is not the density of the 
vegetation, but that the vegetation is all of one kind , is all wheat. 
Leave the field to itself, and in a short time it will be filled with 
weeds. That the field bears wheat only, is the result of cultivation -
not merely of sowing wheat, but of prev enting anything else from 
being sown. The first care of the diligent farmer is to clean his land, 
and the first care of a diligent searcher for the kingdom is to cleanse 
his heart. 
The Lord points out two classes of dissipating influences which 
distract our minds. He says, "The care of the world, and the deceit-
fulness of riches, choke the word." The cares of the world - its 
petty trifling distractions - not wrong in themselves, but simply dis-
sipating our energies ,- and filling the heart with paltry solicitudes · and 
anxieties. Martha was "cumbered with much serving." Her household 
and domestic duties divided her heart with Christ. You see a religious 
man adding another activity to his many activities, and at first no 
danger is suspected. But it is a distraction which dissipates his en-
ergies, and divides his heart. By and by you remark that his zest is 
gone. He is no longer the man he was. He talks as before, but the 
life is gone from what he says. Hi s energies are frittered. The word 
is choked. 
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Again, ths de ceitfulness of riches is a dissipating influence upon 
the heart: Christ does not say that the divided he a rt has no religion , 
but that it is a dwarfed, stunted, feeble religion. Many such a Chris-
tian does one find among the rich a nd titled, who , as a less encumbered 
man, might have been a resolute soldier of the Cross; but he is 
only now a realization of the old pagan fable - a spiritual giant buried 
under a mountain of gold. 
Our Lord therefore warns us that if the word is to do its work 
in us, and produce all the good it is meant to produce, it must have 
the field to itself. It will not do merely to cut down the thorns, or 
to hold them aside till the seed be sown . What chance has the seed 
in a heart from which these distracting influences are merely held 
back for the hour? No, the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of 
riches must be removed from the heart, roots and all. 
In the parable of the sower the Lord ascribes the failure of the 
sowing - not to the seed or the sower. - but to the soil in which 
the seed is sown. Hai ·dened soil, shallow soil, and soil that is filled 
with thorns will not produce a suitable harvest. And in like manner, 
when the spiritual seed falls into human hearts that are hardened, 
shallow or preo ccupied with earthly cares , it cannot bring forth a 
harvest. 
In contrast with th ese three types of soil that are faulty, the 
Lord mentions another kind of soil that is fertile and faultless. He 
says, "But other (seed) fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, 
some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, and some thirtyfold" (Matthew 
13: 8). It is interesting to note that even the seed which fell into 
fertile soil varied in its yi eld. Perhaps this was due to better culti-
vation, or more moisture or a better growing season. But whatever 
the reason the good soil produced more or less according to favorable 
or unfavorable influences upon it. 
In applying this part of the parable to the hearts of men, the 
Lord said, "But that (seed) on the good ground are they, which in an 
honest and good heart, having heard the word , keep it and bring 
forth fruit with patience" (Luke 8: 15). The Lord is saying that for 
religious impressions to be permanent, there are three requirements: 
First, an honest and good heart. There must be earnestness or sincerity 
of purpose, Earnestness is the first requisite for real success in any-
thing. Do you wish to become rich? You may become rich if you give 
yourself wholeheartedly to the task. A miser sacrifices all to this single 
passion, hoards dollars, and dies possessed of wealth. Do you wish to 
master any science? Give yourself to it, and it lies beneath your feet . 
Time and work will do almost anything. This world is given as the 
prize for the men in earnest; and that which is true of this world 
is truer still of the world to come. Only there is this difference. In 
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the pur suit of wealth, knowledge, or reputation, circumst a nces of life 
may mar the wisest plans. The hoard of years may be lost in a single 
night. The wisdom hived up for a whole life may perish when some 
fever impairs memory ; But in the kingdom of Christ, where inward 
character is the prize, no chance ca n rob earnestness of its measure 
of success. "Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." 
There is no blight, nor mildew, nor scorching sun, no deluge, w-hich 
can turn that harvest into a failure. "Lay not up for yourselves 
treasures on earth ." Sow for time , and probably you will succeed in 
time. Sow the seeds · of life -- faith, obedience, humility - and in 
the long eternity which lies before the soul, every gain will come 
up again with an increase of thirty, sixty, or an hundred fold. 
Honesty is a prime requisite in hearing the word of God, and a 
rare one. Men listen honestly to a lecture on science or history, but 
when it comes to religion they usually listen with their minds already 
made up. But if we are to hear the word as we should, we must 
bring an honest heart, and we must listen to it gratefully, sincerely, 
humbly, and with the firm purpose of giving it unlimited scope within 
U:S. 
But even this is not enough. The fruitful hearer must not only 
bring an honest and good heart, he must keep the word. The farmer's 
work is not finished when he has prepared the soil and sown the seed . 
If pains be not taken after the sowing, the seed that has fallen on 
good soil may be taken away as utterly as that which has fallen 
on the beaten path. The word must not be allowed to take its 
chance , once it has been heard. Mere hearing does not secure fruit; 
it goes for nothing. Your . labor is lost unless your mind goes back 
upon what you hear, and you see that it gets hold of you. It is not 
the number of books you read; nor the variety of sermons which . 
you hear; nor the amount of religious conversation in which you en-
gage, but it is the frequency and "the earnestness with which you 
meditate on these things, till the truth becomes a part of your own 
being , that ensures your spiritual growth. 
Most of us have already heard all that is necessary for life 
and godliness; it remains that we make it our own, that it secure 
a living root and place in us and in our life . In order for it to do 
this we must keep the truth; we must bear it in mind, so that what-
ever else comes before the mind throws new light on it, and gives 
it a further hold upon us. We must not let the events of the world 
and the occurrences of our day thrust the truth from our minds, 
but we must daily live by it . One truth received thus brings forth 
more fruit than all truth merely understood. It is not the amount of 
knowledge you have, but the use to which you put it. It is not the 
number .of good sayings you have heard and can repeat , that will 
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profit you, but the place in your hearts you have given them, and 
the influence they have upon your life. 
A third and last requisite for a bountiful harvest is pa.tience. The 
Lord says, "They bring forth fruit with patience ." _The husbandman 
does not expect to reap tomorrow what he sowed today . He does 
not plough up his field . again, and sow another crop, if he does not 
at once see the ripe corn. He watches and . waits, .and through much 
that is disappointing and unpromising, nurses his plants to fruit· 
fulness. We also must learn with patience to bring forth fruit; not 
despairing because we cannot at once do all we would; not sink-
ing under the hardships, sacrifices, failures, sorrows, through which 
we must win our growth to true fruit-bearing, but we must cheer 
our spirits with the sure confidence that the seed we have received 
is vital, and that it will enable us to produce at least the ripe fruit 
our lives were meant to yield. We must have patience both to endure 
all the privations, all the schooling , all the trial of various kinds 
which may be needful to bring the seed of righteousness to maturity. 
It is the work of a long life to become a strong Christian. Many, 
oh! · many a time are we tempted to say , "I make no progress at all. 
It is only failure after failure. Nothing grows." But look at the sea 
when the tide is coming in. Go and stand by the seashore, and you 
will think that the ceaseless flux and reflux is but retrogression equal 
to the advance. But look again in an hour's time, and the whole ocean 
has advanced. Every advance of the sea has been beyond the last. 
This is progress-to be estimated at the end of hours , not minutes. 
And this is Christian progress. There may me many a backward 
motion, but if : our spiritual efforts have been real. every failure has 
·' be kn a gain, and ' the next does not carry us as · far back as we were 
before . Every advance is a real gain, and part of it is never lost. 
Both when we advance and when we fail, we gain. We are nearer to 
God than we were. The flood of spiritual life has carried us up higher 
on the everlasting shores, where the waves of life beat no more, and 
its fluctuations end, and all is safe at last. "This is the faith and 
patience of the saints." 
In view of our Lord's teaching in the parable of the sower we 
ask : Which kind of soil represents your heart? Is your heart like 
the hardened soil which the seed cannot penetrate? Is it like the 
shallow soil in which the plap.t dies because it cannot root itself? Is 
it like the soil filled with thorns in which the plants are choked out? 
Or is your heart like the good ground in which the seed brings forth 
fruit in abundance? You can answer these questions by comparing 
yourself with the men and women of the New Testament who "obeyed 
from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered them ." On 
the day of Pentecost the ap0stle Peter sowed the gospel seed in tile 
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hearts of several thousand Jews, and ·"they that gladly received his 
word were baptized," and "they continued steadfastly in the apostles' 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers" 
(Acts 2: 41-42). These Jews were men of deep convictions, and their 
hearts were good ground in which the seed of the kingdom brought 
forth fruit, some thirty, some sixty and some a hundredfold. 
·wm you · receive the gospel into your heart 
your souls in obeying the truth? If so, you will 
of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 
liveth and abideth for ever" ( 1 Peter 1: 23). 
today, and purify 
be born again; "not 
word of God which 
SOWING AND REAPING -- NO. 1 
By JAMES D. WILLEFORD 
Radio Sermon No. 286 July 21, 1957 
In writing to the Galatians, the apostle Paul said, "Be not deceived; 
God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corrup· 
tion; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life ever-
lasting" ( Galatians 6: 7 ,8). 
This is language so simple that all of us can understand it. It is 
so simple that all of us do understand it. It is so simple that none of us 
can misunderstand it, little as some of us may appreciate it. And this 
suggests one of the beauties of God's word; it reveals truths thrilling, 
important and sublime enough for the careful consideration of angels, 
in language simple enough for the comprehension of children. 
Our text contains truths that no infidel or skeptic will dare to 
deny. There are some passages in the ,vord of God that need no oth er 
proof than that which we can easily find in our daily experience. This 
is one of them. If the Bible were to be blotted out of existence, the 
words we have quoted would be abundantly verified by what is con-
stantly happening around us. We have only to take up the daily pa-
pers to see them being fulfilled before our very eyes. 
We might as well try to blot the £Un out of the heavens as to 
blot this truth out of the word of God. It is heaven's eternal decree. 
The law has _ been enforced for at least six thousand years. Did not 
God make Adam reap even before he left Eden? Had not Cain to reap 
outside of Eden? A king on the throne, like David, or · a priest behind 
the altar, like Eli; priest and prophet, preacher and hearer-every 
man must reap what he sows. 
( '/ 
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This principle was •not new in Scripture or in history when Paul 
penned it in his letter to the Galatians. Paul clothes it in language 
derived from the farm; but in other terms the law of sowing and 
reaping may be seen in the law of cause and effect , the law of retri-
bution, the law of compensation. 
The Bible is full of analogies drawn from nature . When Christ 
was on earth, it was His favorite mode of teaching to convey heavenly 
truths in earthly dress. This is the style of teaching that Paul adopts in 
our text. He takes the simple process of sowing and reaping, a practice 
familiar to all, and reads in it a deeply spiritual and moral meaning. 
It is as if he said that every man as he journeys through life is scatter-
ing seed at every step. The seed consists of his thoughts, his words, his 
actions. They pass from him; and by and by, it may be sooner or 
later, they spring up and bear fruit, and the reaping time comes. 
It is a fixed, established, unchangeable principle-a wise, benefi-
cent provision of Providence-that Nature's true noblemen, the tillers 
of the soil, appreciate, and that all should appreciate, that "whatsoever 
a man soweth, that shall he also reap." We can readily realize this when 
we consider literal sowing and reaping. We all understand, as the 
human race has understood throughout the ages, that this immutable 
law, or principle, of Nature is a blessing. But for this principle, farm-
ers would be stymied in th eir work. If there were not fixed, immutable 
laws governing the vegetable kingdom, it would be impossible for 
farmers to feed th emselves and the world; for they would not know 
what to plant-or where, or when, or how. If all the farmers who sow 
and reap and put upon the market the wheat that feeds the world, should 
prepare for a bountiful crop of wheat, and the crop should be simply 
some kind of grass , without grain; and the next year the same experi-
ment should result in worthless weeds, and if this should continue, how 
long could the human race exist? 
Our text applies to the individual , whether he be saint or sinner· it 
applies .to the family; it applies to society; it applies to nations. The 
law that the result of actions must be reaped is as applicable to na~ 
tions as it is to individuals; indeed, some one has said that as nations 
have no future existence, the present world is the only place to punish 
them as nations. Let use see how God has dealt with them . Let us see 
if they have reaped what they sowed. 
What has become of the monarchies and empires of the world? 
What brought ruin on Babylon? Her king and people would not obey 
God; and ruin came upon them. What has become of Greece and all 
her power? What has become of Rome and all her greatness? She once 
ruled the world, but when her cup of iniquity was full, she was dashed 
to the ground! What has become of the Jews? They rejected the Christ 
and millions of them have perished. Look at te~ history of America . 
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Our forefathers planted slavery, but judgment came at last. Civil \Var 
swept over our land and left it scorched and sterile. There was hardly 
a family in the North or the South that esc aped without the loss of a 
son. 
Let us take the case of France. A century and a half ago men were 
spending millions every year in Fran ce in the publication and distribu-
tion of infidel literature. What has been the harvest? Has France 
reaped what she sowed? In answer, we quote verbatim the statement 
of one scholar: "The Bible was suppressed. God was denied. H ell 
broke loose. Half the children born in Paris were bastards. More than 
a million of persons were beheaded, shot, drowned, outraged, and d one 
to death, between September , 1792, and December, 1795. Since that 
time France has had thirteen revolutions in eighty years; and in the 
Republic there has been an overturn on an average of once in nine 
months. One-third of the births in Paris are illegitimate; ten thousand 
new-born infants have been fished out at the outlet of the city sewers 
in a single year; the native population of France is decreasing; the 
percentage of suicides is greater in Paris than in any city in Christen-
dom; and since the French Revolution there have been enough French 
men and women slaughtered in the streets of Paris in the various in-
surrections to average more than two thousand five hundred each 
year!" (One Hundred Revival Sermons, by Frederich Barton, p. 211). 
The kingdom of grace is, in respect to the principle of sowing and 
reaping , like the kingdom of nature. The Author of the spiritual laws 
is the Author of the natural laws. Hence we should never forget that 
it is , at least, as perilous to the soul to ignore, disregard or disobey 
spiritual laws as it is to the body to thus treat the natural laws. We 
can readily recognize the wisdom of the law that governs sowing and 
reaping in the kingdom of nature. And we should no less readily recog-
nize, and no less appreciate, the grace and goodness of God in giving 
us this law regulating and ruling the spiritual realm. We should just 
as readily recognize the wisdom of the same law that governs sowing 
and reaping in the kingdom of grace, since the all -wise Author of all 
law has decreed that, in spiritual matters, "whatsover a man soweth 
that shall he also reap." 
Our whole life is thus bounded and governed by laws ordained and 
established by God; and the fact that a man reaps what he sows is a 
law that can be easily observed and verified, whether we regard sow-
ing to the flesh or sowing to the Spirit. The evil harvest of sin and the 
good harvest of righteousness are as sure to follow the sowing as 
the harvest of wheat and barley. 
The working of this law is evident in the earliest periods of Bible 
history. In the book of Proverbs we find it written: "The wtcked work-
eth a deceitful work: but to him that soweth righteousness shall be 
SOWING AND REAPING - No. 1 Page 19 
a sure reward" (Proverbs 11: 18). And again, "He that soweth iniquity 
shall reap vanity" (Proverbs 22:8). In Isaiah we find these words, "Say 
ye to the righteous that it shall be well with him; for they shall eat 
the fruit of their doings. Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill with him: 
for the reward of his hands shall be given him" (Isaiah 3: 10) . Hosea 
prophesied regarding Israel: "They have sown the wind, and they 
shall reap the whirlwind" (Hosea 8:7). And again Hosea said, "Sow 
to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy." (Hosea 10:12). 
Life is a seed-time. Every one has his field to sow, to cultivate, and 
finally, to reap. By our habits, by our intercourse with friends and 
companions, by exposing ourselves to the good and bad influences, we 
are cultivating the seed for the coming harvest. We can not see the 
seed as it grows and develops, but time will reveal it. 
Just as the potential of a full-grown harvest is contained within 
the seed , so the potential of a righteous or evil life is contained 
within the seed we sow. The Bible says, "When lust hath conceived, it 
bringeth forth sin; and sin, when it is fini shed, bringeth forth death" 
(James 1: 14). 
It is a solemn thought when we realize that the future will be 
the harvest of the present-that my condition in my dying hour may 
depend upon my actions today! Belief in a future life and in a coming 
judgment magnifies the importance of the present . Eternal issues de-
pend upon it. The opportunity for sowing will not last forever; it is 
slipping through our fingers moment by moment; and the future can 
only reveal the harvest of the seed we are now sowing. 
A sculptor once showed a visitor his studio. It was full of marble 
Btatues. One was very curious. The face was concealed by being covered 
with hair, and there were wings on each foot. 
"What is his namB?" asked the visitor. 
"Opportunity," was the reply. 
"Why is his face hidden?" the visitor inquired. 
"Because men seldom know him when he comes to them," was the 
r esponse of the sculptor. 
"Why has he wings on his feet?" the visitor asked. 
"Because he is soon gone; and once gone can never be overtak en," 
was the answer. 
It becomes us, then to make the most of the opportunities God has 
given us, for it depends a good deal on ourselves what our future will 
be. We can sow for a good harvest, or we can sow for a harvest of 
wretchedness. Men are constantly sacrificing their eternal failure to the 
passing enjoyment of the present moment; they fail to recognize the de-
pendence of the future upon the present. 
In one sense there is no such thing as a trifle. ·when we re aliee 
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that every thought and word and a ct has an e tern al influence, and 
will come back to us in the same wa y as the see d returns in the har · 
vest, we must not overlook the results that hinge on small thin gs. The 
law of gravitation was suggested by such an insignifi cant incident as 
the fall of an apple. It is said that some years ago a Harvard professor 
took some gipsy-moths to America in the hope that they could be 
crossed with silkworms. The moths ac cidentally escaped , and multiplied 
so enormously that the state of Massachussetts has had to spend hun · 
dreds of thousands of dollars in trying to exterminate them. 
The importance of watching the seed we sow - the soiled word, the 
trifling thought, the lustful glance-may be illu strat ed by a sto ry 1 
read recently. Two ministerial students were walking along a street in 
London where there were many second-hand clothing stor es. Suddenly 
one exclaimed: "What a splendid text for a sermon to young men!" 
pointing to a suit of clothes that hung swaying in the bre eze at th e 
side of a window. "Slightly soiled, Greatly Reduced in Price." "That's 
it exactly ," he went on. "We young people get soiled so slightly, just 
seeing a vulgar show in a theater, just reading a coarse book, just allow • 
ing ourselves a little indulgence is dishonest or lustful thoughts, just 
slightly soiled, and lo! when the time comes for our manhood to be 
appraised, we are 'greatly reduced in price.' Our ch arm, our strength 
is gone. The consecration of youth is gone . We are just part and parcel 
of tlie general, shopsoiled stock" (3000 Illustrations for Christian Serv• 
ice, by Walter B. Knight, p. 661). 
On the other hand, we never know how much good the sowing 
of a small seed may accomplish. A lady once writing to a young man 
in the navy who was almost a stranger, thought: "Shall I close this 
letter without saying a word for my Master?" and in a moment she 
made her decision. In closing the letter she suggested to him that his 
constant change of scenes and places was an apt illustration of the 
Bible words, "Here W€ have no continuing city,'' and she asked if he 
could say, "I seek one to com€." Back came the answer within a few 
days. "Thank you so much for those kind words. I am an orphan; and 
no one has spoken to me like that since my mother died, several years 
ago." The arrow shot at a venture, hit home, and the young man short • 
ly afterwards rejoiced in the fulness of gospel obedience. A few words 
changed his whole life. 
We have scarcely alluded to the eternal reaping-the reaping be· 
yond thrs !if€. We shall not now take time to speak of that endles!I 
reaping, but simply suggest that you think of it. You can make that 
reaping what you will. If you live and continue to live in rebellion 
against God, you must die in your sins and go into eternity without 
God and without hope-plunge into the fathomless depth of outer dark-
ness and dread despair, and spend eternity there, with the offscour· 
ings of every age, country and clime-that sa d, sorrowful reapiug 
. .. 
SOWING AND REAPING - NO. 1 Page 21 
continuing through endless ages as a result of bad, sinful, shameful 
sowing here. If you will abandon sin and Sata~ and. obey t~e gospel 
of the Son of God, and, being thus born into Gods family, Gods church, 
then live the Christian life all the remn a nt of your days, as you sh~uld 
do , as all responsible sou ls should do , your sowing shall b e sweet sowmg, 
your reaping blissful reaping, your influence shall be good, an~ o~ly 
good, and that continually, for all concerned; and ~t ~ast, afte.~ enJoymg 
the sweetest blessings earth can give, you shall die m the tr mmphs of 
a living faith and be borne to the land of eternal blessed~ess, there. to 
reap eternal bliss from the sowing you shall have don€ m the service 
of our Saviour here . 
SOWING AND REAPING -- NO. 2 
By JAMES D. WILLEFORD 
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An unknown poet has written: 
We sow a thought and reap an act; 
We sow an act and reap a habit; 
We sow a habit and reap a character; 
We sow a character and reap a destiny. 
July 28, 1957 
These words but echo the truth expressed by the apostle Paul in 
his letter to the church in Galatia. To these brethr€n, he said, "Be not 
deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth , that i;hall 
he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the fl~~h reap 
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap 
life everlasting" ( Galatians 6: 7 ,8). 
The text bids us count on the certainty of reaping what 1\'e sow . 
In this section of our country we all know what it is to experien~e a 
crop failure from drouth, but in the spiritual world no such failure 
is possible. In other areas of our nation wet soil may rot the seed, or 
·frost may nip th€ early buds so that the crops do not mat~re, but non~ 
of these things occur to prev ent the h arvest of one's act10ns. The Bi-
ble tells us that God will render to every man according to his deeds. 
It says , "To them who by patient continuance in well-doing seek for 
glory and honor and immortality, eternal life: but ~nto them that a_re 
contentious , and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indig-
n ation, and wrath, tribulation and an guish upon every soul of man _that 
doeth evil" (Romans 2:.7-9). How careful we should be of our act10ns , 
for the deeds we do , the words we speak, the thoughts we harbor, are 
all recorded, and shall meet their just reward , for qod is no respecter of 
persons. 
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Our lit eral sowing is not a matter of chance or uncertainty; for 
"Whatsoever a man soweth , that shall he also reap." When a farme r 
desires to produce a certain kind of crop, he plants th a t kind of seed. 
If he wishes to raise corn, he plants corn, and he may sow in faith and 
look forward in hope to the realization of his desire. He could not do so 
if it were not true that we reap ·what we sow. In the very dawn of 
time, God de creed: "Let the earth bring - forth grass, the herb yieldin g 
seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whos e seed is in 
it self, upon the earth: and it wa s so. And the earth brou ght forth gras s, 
and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yi elding 
fruit , whose seed was in itself, after his kind; and God saw that it 
was good" (Genesis 1: 11-13). If we are possessed of mental powers suf-
ficient to make us responsible in the sight of God, we choose for our-
selves what we will sow, knowing that we must reap according to our 
sowing; and we may know before we sow and when we sow what the 
harvest shall be . 
Anoth er principle of sowing and reaping is that we reap more 
th an we sow. Otherwise we would not sow - of course . There is not 
a farmer in all this land who would sow a bushel of wheat believing he 
would r eap only a bushel of wheat as the result of that sowing. Every 
man who sows seed in his garden or his field, hopes to reap many fold 
from his sowing. 
A Geo rgia farm er tell s of finding a stalk of wild oats in his garden . 
Instead of pulling it up he decided to cultivate it, and then count th e 
seeds its produced. He says that when the grain matured, "I went into 
my garden and pulled up the bunch of oats, and counted the seed , and 
there were eight hundred seeds produced by that one grain of oats. " 
Now, suppose this farmer had planted these grains the next spring'? 
What would have been his yield? Perh aps forty bushels of oats! 
In like manner, we may expect to reap much more than we sow 
in the spiritual realm. The Lord says, "For they have sown _the wind, 
and they shall reap the whirlwind" (Hosea 8: 7). This Scripture is a 
clear declaration , as well as a forceful illustration, of this important 
principle. 
Let us be impressed with th e truth that we do not sow a bushel 
of sin, and then reap only a bushel. No, we sow a bushel of unrighteous-
ness , and we reap thirty, sixty or a hundred bushels! If we sow on e 
heartbreak, we may reap a dozen fold-we may break a dozen he arts. 
If we sow one sinful sorrow, we may bring upon ourselves, and our 
loved ones, a train of sorrows . 
On the other hand, we reap more than we sow, when we sow to 
righteousness. If we mend one broken heart, that he art may mend a 
dozen more. If we heal one wound, our deed may lead to the building 
of a hospital. If we lead one wayward soul to phrist, that soul may 
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bring thousands to the foot of the cro ss. If we do ou r best , little though 
it may be, the Lord will multiply it, and we sh all re a p far more than we 
sowed. If it were not for this principle the k ingdom of our Lord would 
perish from the earth for we all have so little with which to do. 
We reap much more than we sow, and we reap much longer than 
we sow, especially in moral sowing. ,ve can, in a day, an hour, a mo-
ment, sow enough for a lifetime, and, it may be, an eternity of reaping. 
Men have done things in a moment of drunkenness, or of crazed anger, 
that they would give the world to undo. A few months ago a man and 
his wife were quarreling as they drove down th e highway betwe en 
Tulsa, and Oklahoma City. Something was said which turned the hus-
band's anger into white heat intensity, and at this point he suddenly 
spun the steering wheel, and cut his car directly into the path of an 
oncoming vehicle. There was a head-on collision, and two innocent lives 
were snuffed out. No doubt this man 's conscience will smite him until 
the day he dies . He will spend a li fetime r eap ing what he sowed with in 
a second or two. 
Many years after the Civil War, Brother T . B. Larimore who had 
served as a chaplain , rel a ted an incident whi ch illustrates the sad reap-
ing men must experience from bad sowing. He said, "Forty-seven years 
a go, a certain young husband, his faithful wife and their precious little 
ba be lived in a humble, but neat, clean a nd happy home ne ar Chatta-
nooga, on a pretty little hill , nea r a crystal spring and limpid stream, in 
the shadow of one of the towering mountains that make East Tennessee 
sublime. That young husband went to town one Saturday with a small 
sum of money that he and his little wife ha d mana ged, by hard ~ ork 
and close economy, to accumulate, to get some things they ne eded in 
their humble little log-cabin home. They had talked it all over, and de-
cided how the money should be spent-to get a little of this and a 
little of that-a little of several things they needed-esp ecially some 
things for the baby. He left his busy wife at home, trying to make home 
a ,paradise, humble though it was, where she, with the baby in her 
arms, was waiting and watching to welcome him home at the setting of 
the sun. At noon of that sad day he was drunk-had spent for whiskey 
the money he should have spent for other things, and was drunk. 
When just drunk enough to feel like he owned the earth and could 
whip the world, he enlisted in the Confederate Army-a thing he had 
never, when sober, even thought of doing. He didn't want to be a sol-
dier; but he was too drunk to know what he was doing. Having enlisted, 
however, he drank more whiskey, and finally fell into a deep, drunken 
s leep. Next morning, not knowing what had happened, he started 
home; but was arrested and taken to headquarters, where he was of-
ficially informed that he was a soldier, hence must obey orders, or reap 
the fatal results. He doffed his citizen's garb, donned the uniform of the 
a rmy to which he belonged , and mar ched with the army to Kentucky. 
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He never saw his wife and bab y after he left them that memorable 
Saturday morning when he sta rt ed to town exp ecting to return to 
them that selfsame day, and wa s inexpressibly miserable all th e rem· 
nant of his days." "I know what I>overty, miser y and distress are," said 
Brother Larimore, "but I think I ha ve nev er been associated with a more 
miserable man than that li1an Was , He was a soldier against his Will-
a brave, daring, reckless, desper a te soldier, who really preferred deatll 
to life. Sometimes he would we el) like a heartbroken child; sometimes 
he would rave like a maniac. Or d inarily, however , the calmness, fear-
lessness and resolute determinat ion of dread despair seemed to possess 
him. Well do I remember the da rk and dreadful daY-the thrilling , ter • 
rible time-when he fell lifeless om the frozen bosom of old Kentucky, 
'far away from his home and lov ed ones among the mountains of Ten• 
nessee. In a very few moments til1at unfortunate man spent for whis-
key the money that should hav e been otherwise spent. In a very few 
!notnents more he got drunk. Bu t lhe spent all the remnant of his days 
in reaping, in sorrow and sadne ss and tears, the result of that brier 
sowing. 
"But there is a sadder side; ill'. possible, in this picture than I h ave 
yet t,resented,'' added Brother LaJrithore . "To see that sadder side, let 
us go from the fatal field where t hat unhappy husband fell, back to the 
log -cabin home among the mount a ins, where his youthful Widow weeps 
and wails, as she presses to her h e aving bosom her fatherless babe that 
know not why its mother weeps . The scene changes rapidly . Shadows 
are falling upon the picture. Th e baby is sick . The baby is dead. Two 
little white hands are folded on a bosom in which a heart has ceased 
to beat . A little white coffin is in that lonely log cabin. A lonely little 
grave is in the garden. The chil d!less, widowed mother has borne all 
she can bear. She is sick unto dea th. Her sorrows are ended : 8he is 
dead, but beautiful even in death. A\.nother coffin comes and goes. Ther e' s 
another grave in the garden .. Th er 1e's one family less in this sad world. 
'Whatsoever a man soweth, that :shall he also reap,' and as 'none or 
us liveth to himself, and no man clieth to himself' (Romans 14: 7), it is 
sadly inevitable that the innoce nt. must often reap with the guilty." 
It is not simply and solely art ,er our sowing is ended that we reap. 
We sometimes reap while we sow, as well as as , we sow. The man who 
is living a life of sin, thus prep a!f ing his soul for perdition, may, and 
frequently does, reap regretful, buit natural, results of his living - his 
sowing-in the loss of business l>lfestige, of health and happiness, that 
naturally and necessarily result lfrom the life he is living. But the 
tragedy of sinful sowing is that "'7e may have to reap throughout e ter -
nity. 
It matters not how secretl y we sow, our · earthly sowing is re· 
vealed as the crop is developed. Sjo shall it be with our sowing in the 
spiritual sense - the crop shall show what the sowing has bee n, re· 
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gardless of how secretly we may ha ve sown. Many who are recklessly 
sowing bad , pernicious seed vainly imagine their sowing will never 
come to light· but the Bible say s, "B e sure your sin will find you 
out ," and ob~erv ati on and histor y teac h that this is true. Chris t 
said, "For there is nothing covered, t hat shall not be revealed; and 
hid, that shall no t be known" (Matthew 10:26 ) . 
Recently a man in the West committed suicide, leaving a letter 
to explain why he did the rash deed. He had worn a ficticious name; 
hence the people who were associate d with him knew not who he was 
till the letter he left was read . He wrote: "More than thirty years 
ago I outraged and murdered a beau ti ful girl seven tee n years old . A 
friendless, unknown tramp was arrested, tried, con victed on circum-
·stantial evidence and h a nged for that crime, not withstand ing he had 
nothing to do with it - did not even know of it till he was arrested. 
I have tried in vain to flee from the memory of that deed. I have 
gone every gait and all the gaits, but I cannot rid myse lf of that ter-
rible burden of that guilt. I have borne it as long as I can bear it; 
hence when this le tt er is read my bod y will be dead. " 
It required only a few minutes for this man to do that terrible 
sowing but he spent more than thirty years reaping the harvest that 
followed, then destroyed his own life, a nd plunged into the fathomless 
depths of the boundless beyond , thus fleeing from ills he knew to ills 
he did not know to reap through eternity's endless ages t he final re-
sult of his he artless sowing here. 
I beg of you to choose carefully th e seed you sow. The farmer is 
careful in .the choice of seed. He does not want inf erior seed bec:1u se 
he knows that such will produce a poor crop. He looks for the best 
seed he can buy. If you choose to sow to the fle sh , you will have a cor-
rupt harvest. If you commit a sinful deed, it may br ing yo u to a dis-
honored grave. 
Choice is a solemn privilege. You can make th is mome nt a turn-
ing-point in your life. On your choice in spiritual thin gs de pends your 
eternity. On the one side there is Chris t; on the oth er, th e world. Be-
tween them you must choose. Do not t ry to grow both wheat and tares . 
Let there be no half-heartedness in yo u. Give the Lord your whole 
heart. He died to redeem you from the curse of sin, and He lives to 
save you from the power of sin. 
No man can serve two masters, and for this reason you must 
make a choice. You cannot belon g to two kingdoms at once. This is 
where your will must come into play . It is easy to foll ow other peo-
ple's lead - to drift with the tide; but it requir es ch aracter, moral 
backbone, to stand against the curren t of popular opinion a nd practice. 
Some will act accor ding to t he sayin g, "While In Rome do as Rome 
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does"; neglecting to investigate and determine whether or not Rome 
does right. 
A whole destiny may depend upon a single choice. In the Alpine 
mountains of Switzerland there is a spot where one may throw a 
chip in one direction and it will roll on by way of the Danube River 
to the Black Sea. Throw it in another direction and it will travel down 
the Rhine to the North Sea. Cast it in yet another direction and it 
will go by way of the Rhone into the Mediterranean. Although th ese 
three fieas are so far apart, and the three chips thrown from the 
same point have such widely separated destinations , the ultimate des-
tiny of each chip is determined by the direction in which it in the 
first is cast. 
It is the same with life. One day Peter, James and John decided 
to throw in their lot on the side of Jesus. A young society star, too, 
heard the call of Christ. And with what diverse consequences! The 
first three fou'nd life more abundant. The other is lost in history. 
While preaching one day to the convicts in the penitentiary of a 
certain state, a minister saw in the audience a man whose face seemed 
familiar. At the close of the sermon he went to the convict's cell and 
the following conversation is reported to have ensued: "I remember 
you very weH , sir," said the prisoner. "We were boys in the same 
neighborhood; we went to the same school; sat beside each other on 
the same bench , and then my prospects were as bri ght as yours . But , 
at the age of fourteen, you made choice of God and became a Chris -
tian. I refused to come to Christ, but made choice of the world and 
sin. And now you are a happy minister of the gospel, while I am a 
wret!'.!hed outcast. I have served ten years in this penitentiary, and 
am to be a prisoner here for life" (3000 1 llustrations for Christian 
Service, by Walter B. Knight, p. 119). 
After the actual reaping in its worst form begins, some, then re-
morsefully and hopelessly reaping the legitimate results of their sin-
ful sowing, are more than willing to -abandon their bad sowing. If 
they could, they would gladly reverse all the regretful, remorseful 
results of their sowing, of course. After a brilliant youth, who might 
have been a blessing to the brotherhood of man, has broken his mother's 
heart and wrecked his own life, he would give a thousand worlds , if 
he had them, to roll back the wheels of time and be again an in-
nocent little boy at his mother's knee. That, however, can never be. 
It is but the remorseful dream of dread despair, and never can be 
realized. 
Realizing all those things, and knowing them to be true, why 
cannot, why do not all who are sowing bad seed of any kind stop 
- stop now and forever, without delay? They must r eap as long as 
they live - reap the results of th e bad sowin g they have alre ady 
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done, but why not stop all such sowin g now, that they may not have 
t o reap the eternal results? 
To the children of Israel, Moses said, "I call heaven and earth 
to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and 
death, ·blessing and cursing; therefore CHOOSE LIFE , that both 
thou and thy seed may live: that thou mayest love the Lord thy God, 
and that thou mayest obey his voice, and that thou mayest cleave unto 
him: for he is thy life and the length of thy days" (Deut. 30:19,20). 
The Lord has also given to you the choice of life or death, cursing 
or blessing, and we ask you to remember, as you choose, that your 
eternity is hanging in the balance. 
JUNE, 1957,:, 
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Expenditures Exce ed Receipts by ............................................ . 
$17,409.33 
$18,863 .61 
$1,454.2g 
This abbreviated financial statement is being made in order to 
have the report printed without delay . Any information other than 
these figures will be given gladly on request and up-to-date statements 
will be printed at regular intervals. 
, • June was a five-Sunday month. 
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